
 

 

	   May	  27,	  2016	  

TO:	   All	  Design	  Review	  Board	  Members	  and	  Engineering	  Criteria	  Review	  Board	  Members	  

FROM:	   Lawrence	  J.	  Goldzband,	  Executive	  Director	  (415/352-‐3653;	  larry.goldzband@bcdc.ca.gov)	  
Ellen	  Miramontes,	  Bay	  Design	  Analyst	  [415/352-‐3643;	  ellen.miramontes@bcdc.ca.gov]	  
Todd	  Hallenbeck,	  Coastal	  Program	  Analyst	  [415/352-‐3612;	  todd.hallenbeck@bcdc.ca.gov]	  

SUBJECT:	   Terminal	  One,	  City	  of	  Richmond,	  Contra	  Costa	  County,	  Pre-‐Application	  Briefing	  
(For	  Board	  consideration	  on	  June	  7,	  2016)	  

	  
Project	  Summary	  

Applicant:	  Laconia	  LLC	  and	  City	  of	  Richmond	  

Project	  Site	  and	  Overview:	  Approximately	  323	  residential	  units	  and	  public	  access	  
improvements	  are	  proposed	  for	  construction	  at	  a	  13-‐acre	  site,	  located	  south	  of	  Brickyard	  Cove	  
Road,	  west	  of	  the	  Richmond	  Yacht	  Club,	  and	  east	  of	  Dornan	  Drive	  and	  the	  Miller-‐Knox	  Regional	  
Shoreline	  Park,	  in	  the	  City	  of	  Richmond,	  Contra	  Costa	  County.	  The	  site	  and	  an	  associated	  wharf,	  
originally	  built	  in	  1915,	  was	  historically	  used	  as	  a	  bulk	  terminal	  and	  storage	  tank	  farm.	  A	  94,000-‐
square-‐foot	  warehouse	  remains	  at	  the	  site	  which	  will	  eventually	  be	  removed.	  The	  proposed	  
project	  would	  replace	  these	  heavy	  industrial	  port-‐related	  land	  uses	  with	  residential	  
development	  and	  a	  public	  park.	  	  

The	  Terminal	  One	  wharf	  is	  comprised	  of	  a	  concrete	  deck	  supported	  by	  precast	  concrete	  piles.	  
Since	  this	  structure	  was	  built	  prior	  to	  the	  passage	  of	  the	  McAteer-‐Petris	  Act,	  it	  is	  considered	  
part	  of	  the	  Commission’s	  100-‐foot	  shoreline	  band	  jurisdiction.	  The	  project	  proponents	  are	  
conducting	  studies	  on	  the	  integrity	  of	  the	  wharf	  structure,	  and	  may	  determine	  that	  work	  is	  
necessary	  to	  ensure	  the	  wharf’s	  seismic	  integrity.	  If	  substantial	  work	  on	  the	  structure	  is	  
conducted,	  the	  wharf,	  pilings,	  and	  associated	  public	  access	  improvements	  would	  then	  be	  
located	  within	  the	  Commission’s	  Bay	  jurisdiction.	  It	  is	  likely	  that	  a	  seismic	  retrofit	  of	  the	  wharf	  
could	  involve	  a	  review	  by	  the	  Commission’s	  Engineering	  Criteria	  Review	  Board.	  A	  summary	  of	  
findings	  from	  the	  preliminary	  geotechnical	  feasibility	  report	  is	  included	  in	  the	  briefing	  materials.	  

Proposed	  Residential	  Development:	  On	  an	  8.7-‐acre	  portion	  of	  the	  site	  located	  outside	  of	  the	  
100-‐foot	  shoreline	  band	  jurisdiction,	  five	  4-‐story	  to	  5-‐story	  residential	  buildings	  (302	  residential	  
units),	  21	  townhomes,	  two	  single-‐story	  parking	  podiums,	  and	  associated	  common	  area	  
amenities	  would	  be	  developed	  The	  minimum	  finished	  floor	  elevation	  of	  the	  residential	  
dwellings	  would	  be	  at	  14.3-‐feet	  (NAVD	  88).	  
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Proposed	  Public	  Access:	  Within	  a	  6.7-‐acre	  area	  of	  the	  project	  site,	  the	  following	  public	  access	  
improvements	  are	  proposed:	  a	  public	  waterfront	  park	  built	  partially	  atop	  the	  existing	  Terminal	  
One	  Pier	  (wharf),	  which	  would	  feature	  a	  project	  gateway	  and	  entry	  plaza	  with	  a	  “pocket	  node”	  
of	  visitor-‐serving	  retail,	  native	  plant	  gardens,	  a	  tidelands	  habitat	  and	  marine	  ecology	  area,	  and	  a	  
shoreline	  trail	  system	  with	  connections	  to	  the	  Miller-‐Knox	  Regional	  Shoreline	  Park;	  an	  
extension	  of	  a	  14-‐foot-‐wide	  spur	  of	  the	  San	  Francisco	  Bay	  Trail,	  at	  an	  elevation	  of	  14.1-‐feet	  
(NAVD	  88),	  from	  Brickyard	  Cove	  Road	  through	  to	  Miller-‐Knox	  Regional	  Shoreline	  Park,	  providing	  
bicycle	  and	  pedestrian	  access	  to	  the	  Terminal	  One	  Waterfront	  Park	  and	  shoreline;	  the	  creation	  
of	  a	  road	  (Shoreline	  Drive),	  24	  public	  parking	  spaces,	  and	  six	  ADA	  compliant	  on-‐street	  parking	  
spaces	  providing	  vehicular	  access	  to	  waterfront	  park	  areas	  and	  views	  of	  the	  Bay;	  and	  public	  
access	  “mews”	  (passageway)	  leading	  from	  Brickyard	  Cove	  Road	  to	  Shoreline	  Drive,	  crossing	  
through	  the	  project	  site	  and	  serving	  as	  a	  north-‐south	  pedestrian	  and	  bicycle	  promenade,	  a	  
visual	  and	  physical	  corridor	  from	  Miller-‐Knox	  Regional	  Shoreline	  Park,	  and	  a	  connection	  to	  the	  
project’s	  residential	  land	  uses.	  The	  primary	  component	  of	  the	  public	  access	  improvements	  is	  
the	  transformation	  of	  the	  existing	  Terminal	  One	  Pier	  (wharf)	  into	  a	  public	  park	  with	  a	  variety	  of	  
program	  areas,	  including	  a	  family	  picnic	  pavilion,	  a	  hammock	  grove,	  an	  informal	  play	  theater,	  a	  
flexible	  lawn,	  and	  a	  coastal	  boardwalk	  garden.	  	  

Briefing	  Purpose.	  The	  proposed	  project	  provides	  an	  example	  of	  the	  type	  of	  activity	  that	  would	  
likely	  be	  reviewed	  by	  the	  Commission’s	  two	  advisory	  boards:	  one	  focusing	  on	  public	  access	  and	  
view	  issues,	  and	  the	  other	  focusing	  on	  issues	  concerning	  safety	  of	  fill	  (in	  the	  event	  that	  the	  
wharf	  undergoes	  significant	  repairs).	  This	  briefing	  is	  also	  an	  opportunity	  for	  the	  boards	  to	  
provide	  early	  feedback	  on	  the	  proposal.	  	  	  


